
WHO WINS? 
DEFEATING SHAME!

Who wins? Everyone is  trying to.  Everyone wants to.  But who real ly 
does? Who reigns in l i fe? Do kings? Numerous kings have sat as 
sovereigns rul ing over great kingdoms but were they real ly reigning? 
Did Cesar reign? Did King James reign? Did queen Mary reign? No. They 
were miserable!  Did Jesus win? Did Jesus reign? Did Paul reign? Did 
he win? He said he did.  He test if ied that he had run his race,  he had 
f inished his course,  he fought a good f ight and kept the faith. 
And Jesus,  wel l  … God raised Him from the dead. He tr iumphed over 
death.  Oh, and He has a name that is  above every name. And He sits 
as the power in heaven. Oh, and He has an everlast ing kingdom. And 
He has joy and a joyful  kingdom and a joyful  people.  And love,  He has 
a kingdom of love. 

So,  can you win? Can you reign over l i fe? The declaration of the gospel 
is  an absolute – yes!  God promises to bring everyone who bel ieves in 
His Son into the victory of His Son. He guarantees them to be more than 
conquerors,  “… thanks be unto God who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ”  (Romans 8) .  John revealed that the victory which 
overcomes the world is  our faith;  our bel ief  that Jesus is  the Son of 
God. 

I f  my relat ionship with God is on the basis of  faith,  then nothing can 
separate me from the love of God other than an unbel ieving heart. 
However,  numbers of people are convinced their  relat ionship with 
God is based upon their  abi l i ty to measure up to God’s demands. 
They somehow consider that i f  they are good enough then God wil l  be 
disposed to show them kindness and perhaps answer their  prayers. 
They conceive their  sufferings are the results of  their  fai lures and an 
unhappy and unimpressed God is giving them what they have earned – 
the just wages of their  disobedience.

The gospel of  grace shatters this theology.  In Romans 4,  Paul shows 
that Abraham did not have a relat ionship with God on the basis of 
works.  Instead,  Abraham walked with God and was just if ied by God 
through his faith in God,  “For what saith the scr ipture? Abraham bel ieved 
God,  and i t  was counted unto him for r ighteousness”  (Romans 4:3) .
Furthermore,  i f  you relate to God on a system of debt then how do you 
know if  you prayed enough? How do you know if  you fasted enough? 
How do you know you sacrif iced enough? And the answer is  – you 
don’t  know. You only hope that you paid the expected price God was 
demanding.  In t ime you wil l  discover i f  you were good enough based 
upon whether God answered your prayers or not. 

I  have heard preachers manipulate the people through this bartered 
relat ionship with God, robbing the people of grace and the abi l i ty to 
reign in l i fe.  Preachers of the letter (2 Corinthians 3)  wi l l  cry,  “ I f  you 
would have fasted just one more day the answer would have come.”  Or 
they may say,  “The reason we do not have revival  is  because we have 
not sacrif iced enough; we have not repented enough.”  This is  wrong,  i t 
is  not grace.  Furthermore,  you are never sure i f  you wil l  get anything 
from God. 

When we l ive by grace through faith the answer is  always certain and 

the answer is  always,  “Yes!”  Do you ever see Abraham condemning 
himself  because of his fai lure? Abraham sinned. Do you ever hear 
Abraham concluding that God was f inished with him because he sinned 
and disobeyed God? No, you don’t .  Abraham did not l ive under the 
law. The Law would not be given for another four hundred years after 
Abraham was dead. Abraham l ived in grace.  He,  by grace,  reigned in 
l i fe.  Beloved, this is  the l iberty the gospel is  cal l ing us into. 
I f  a man is determined to work for his relat ionship with God, then he 
cannot l ive by grace;  this is  his choice not God’s.  L ikewise,  the man 
who chooses to not work but rather bel ieve on him that just if ieth the 
ungodly,  he shal l  be counted r ighteous by God (Romans 4:4-5) .  David 
referred to this man of faith as blessed and forgiven before God. 

A RELATIONSHIP OF FAITH OR DEBT

God did not establ ish His promises to Abraham on the basis of  the 
Law but through the r ighteousness of faith.  The Law makes faith void. 
Likewise,  faith makes the Law void.  Furthermore,  i f  the promise is  made 
upon law and debt then the promise is  void for al l  men have fai led, 
s inned, and fal len short of  God’s demands (Romans 4:14-16).  The only 
expectation a man l iv ing by the Law can expect is  God’s wrath.  But 
when a man chooses to l ive by faith then the Law is made void,  and 
where there is  no law there is  no transgression (Romans 4:15).
“Therefore i t  is  of  faith,  that i t  might be by grace;  to the end the promise 
might be sure to al l  the seed;  not to that only which is  of  the law, but 
to that also which is  of  the faith of  Abraham; who is  the father of  us al l 
…” (Romans 4:16) .  Abraham’s confidence was never in himself ,  or that 
he could fulf i l l  God’s demands,  or that he could produce an heir  by 
some working of his own power.  Instead,  he l ived by faith,  “… being 
ful ly  persuaded that ,  what he had promised,  he was able also to perform” 
(Romans 4:21) . 
Just  as Abraham had access to God through faith we do as wel l .  You do 
not have to l ive hoping in yourself .  You do not have to l ive wondering 
i f  you have been good enough for God to accept you. Instead,  you can 
enter into God’s r ighteousness by faith and there you can l ive and love 

God,  “Therefore being just i f ied by faith,  we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ :  By whom also we have access by faith into this  grace 
wherein we stand,  and rejoice in hope of  the glory of  God” (Romans 5:1-2) . 

HOW DO WE REIGN?

Now, let  us come back to the victory of this l i fe.  How do we reign?  
“For i f  by one man’s  offence death reigned by one;  much more they which 
receive abundance of  grace and of  the gi f t  of  r ighteousness shal l  reign in 
l i fe  by one,  Jesus Christ”  (Romans 5:17) .  There it  is  … the gift  of  victory. 
The victorious l i fe is  the one that is  receiving an abundance of grace 
and the gift  of  r ighteousness. 

Instead of receiving this grace just watch how mult itudes continue to 
struggle to l ive by their  works in an effort  to prove their  s incerity and 
worth to God. Sure,  they are saved by grace but somehow they are 
trapped into thinking they must continue in works.  The Bible reveals 
in Colossians that as you received Him so walk in him. How did you 
receive Him? According to Ephesians 2,  i t  was by grace through faith. 
And that is  how you walk and l ive and win – you l ive by grace through 
faith. 

Paul explained to the Romans that the consequences of one man’s 
disobedience resulted in the death of al l  people.  These people didn’t 
do anything to suffer the consequences of death and sin but be born. 
Adam’s sin and judgment was imputed to al l  of  his chi ldren. Unless 
heaven can rescue,  humanity was doomed. So God, by His love and 
mercies,  offered l i fe and r ighteousness the same way.  I f  one man’s 
disobedience makes many sinners then one man’s obedience wil l  make 
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many righteous.  This r ighteousness wil l  be a gift  imparted to those 
who wil l  bel ieve in His Son Jesus. 

“For i f  by one man’s  offence death reigned by one;  much more they which 
receive abundance of  grace and of  the gi f t  of  r ighteousness shal l  reign 
in  l i fe  by one,  Jesus Christ .  Therefore,  as by the offence of  one judgment 
came upon al l  men to condemnation;  even so by the r ighteousness of 
one the free gi f t  came upon al l  men unto just i f icat ion of  l i fe .  For as by 
one man’s  disobedience many were made sinners,  so by the obedience of 
one shal l  many be made r ighteous.   Moreover,  the law entered,  that the 
offence might abound. But where s in abounded,  grace did much more 
abound:  That as s in hath reigned unto death,  even so might grace reign 
through r ighteousness unto eternal  l i fe  by Jesus Christ  our Lord” (Romans 
5:17-21) .
 
Our victory rests upon two things:  the gift  of  r ighteousness and 
receiving abundance of grace.  Notice the victory is  given as a gift  to 
those who wil l  receive.  I t  is  by faith. 

THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS                  	
	
Righteousness is  a gift  from God, i t  cannot be earned. The law was 
never given to make us r ighteousness or help us to be r ighteous.  The 
law was given to prove our gui lt  before God. The law was to lead us in 
desperation to salvation through the grace of the Lord.  
As Abraham bel ieved God and it  was accounted to him as r ighteousness; 
l ikewise,  we are joined with him in r ighteousness i f  we also bel ieve 
God. This r ighteousness is  a gift  whereby we stand with God and God 
with us,  as though we had NEVER done one thing wrong! 
Now here is  the problem. Many bel ieve this is  the way of salvation.  The 
Bible clearly teaches that we are saved by grace through faith (Eph 2) . 
But people do not l ive there.  Instead,  many l ive trying to earn God’s 
favor by dead works.  Victory is  not promised to someone bel ieving just 
one of these truths.  You cannot l ive in the victory by simply receiving 
the gift  of  r ighteousness,  you must also receive the abundance of 
grace.

THOSE WHO RECEIVE AN ABUNDANCE OF GRACE
 
Victory is  for those who receive an abundance of grace!  Sadly,  many 
wil l  not.  I t  is  not because God has refused to offer them grace.  Instead, 
they have spurned His goodness.  Mult itudes who gather in the Name 
of Jesus each week to worship the Lord are squandering His grace and 
l iv ing l ives of defeat and tragedy.  
I f ,  by the abundance of grace I  reign in l i fe,  then how can I  not want 
more grace? What person in need of God would ever say,  “Enough of 
the grace give me something else now!” I f ,  by the grace of God I  am 
what I  am, then how can I  not desire more grace? I f ,  in my weakness 
His grace is  suff ic ient,  then how can I  not cry for more grace? I f  grace 
is  God’s direct inf luence and power exerted upon my heart and l i fe, 
then how could I  say God’s grace is  not enough to keep me holy and 
l ive pleasing in His s ight?  
Grace is  Christ  in me as the hope of glory.  Grace is  God working in 
me both to wil l  and do of His good pleasure.  Al l  the passages about 
the indwell ing work of the Holy Ghost and His power in the bel iever is 
grace working!

EVERYTHING COMES BY THIS GRACE
 
Everything you need to be holy,  to be faithful ,  to be victorious,  to 
be used, to be happy is  by abundant grace.  I t  is  not grace and other 
things.  I t  is  not grace and now speak on convict ion.  I t  is  not grace and 
now speak on hol iness.  I t  is  not grace and now speak on faithfulness 
and not sinning.  I t  is  not grace and now speak on discipl ine.  I t  is  not 
grace and now speak on separation from the world.  I t  is  not grace and 
now speak on repentance.  
When you speak on grace you are speaking on hol iness.  When you 
speak on grace you are speaking on discipl ine.  When you speak on 
grace you are speaking on faithfulness and not sinning.  When you 
speak on grace you are speaking on repentance.  When you speak on 
grace you are speaking on convict ion. 
For me personal ly ,  I  can test ify that i t  is  by this abundance of God’s 
help that I  have been able to prevai l  and reign in l i fe!  God’s grace has 

become the means by which I  l ive.  I  lean and rely upon God in a way I 
never had before. 

BE A GRACE GIVER
 
Come on, you want your ministr ies to REIGN? Give your people an 
abundance of grace.  Get r id of the lawyers.  Get r id of the preachers of 
the letter.  Many years ago the Lord purged out of our church a group 
of preachers who were “of the letter”  (2 Corinthians 3) .  Our church was 
immediately l i f ted into victorious l iberty.  We have walked and increased 
in this victory throughout the years.  

Anybody can reign in l i fe i f  they would receive this abundance of grace. 
My heart breaks to watch so many continue in their  shame and struggle. 
They know God can set them free,  but they refuse to bel ieve He can 
do it  by grace.  Instead,  they stubbornly struggle to free themselves.  I 
consider the l i fe they could have,  the love they could have,  the freedom 
they could have – but they forfeit  the gift  in an effort  to earn it .    
Do you want to encourage men? Give them an abundance of grace and 
the gift  of  r ighteousness.  I f  you want to take the l i fe out of them, i f  you 
want to defeat them then tel l  them their  salvation depends on their 
work;  tel l  them they must perfect hol iness in themselves. 

The Lord told Paul that His grace was suff ic ient for him. Is  i t  suff ic ient 
for you? When God chose the word suff ic ient,  He was saying that my 
grace is  able to l i f t  you up; to take you up; to raise you up; to l i f t  you, 
carry you,  and free you. 

“The other evening I  was r iding home after a heavy day ’s  work.   I  fe l t  very 
wearied,  and sore depressed,  when swift ly ,  and suddenly as a l ightning 
f lash,  that text  came to me,  “My grace is  suff ic ient for thee.”   I  reached 
home and looked i t  up in the original ,  and at  last  i t  came to me in this 
way,  “MY grace is  suff ic ient for thee”;  and I  said,  “ I  should think i t  is ,  Lord,” 
and burst  out laughing.   I  never ful ly  understood what the holy laughter 
of  Abraham was unti l  then.   I t  seemed to make unbel ief  so absurd.   I t  was 
as though some l i t t le  f ish,  being very thirsty ,  was troubled about drinking 
the r iver dry,  and Father Thames said,  “Drink away,  l i t t le  f ish,  my stream is 
suff ic ient for thee.”   Or,  i t  seemed after the seven years of  plenty,  a mouse 
feared i t  might die of  famine;  and Joseph might say,  “Cheer up,  l i t t le  mouse, 
my granaries are suff ic ient for thee.”   Again,  I  imagined a man away up 
yonder,  in a lofty  mountain,  saying to himself ,  “ I  breathe so many cubic 
feet  of  air  every year.   I  fear I  shal l  exhaust the oxygen in the atmosphere,” 
but the earth might say,  “Breathe away,  O man, and f i l l  the lungs ever,  my 
atmosphere is  suff ic ient for thee.”   Oh,  brethren,  be great bel ievers!   L i t t le 
faith wi l l  br ing your souls to Heaven,  but great faith wi l l  br ing Heaven to 
your souls .”  –  C.H.  Spurgeon.
 
Grace is  associated with the power of God. And here is  the tragedy 
of our day.  Paul told Timothy that in the last  days men would have a 
form of godl iness but deny the power thereof (2 Timothy 3) .  The power 
of godl iness is  grace.  Mult itudes are denying this grace to bel ievers 
everywhere. 
Paul did not tel l  Timothy there would be a shortage of rel igion,  a 
shortage of prayer,  a shortage of bel ief .  He said they would deny the 
power.  Beloved, I  have watched them deny this power to their  own 
destruction. 

One of the greatest theologians in church history made this observation:

“A precious secret  of  the Christ ian l i fe  is  to have Jesus dwel l ing within the 
heart  and conquering things that we never could overcome.  I t  is  the only 
secret  of  power in your l i fe  and mine,  beloved.   Men cannot understand i t , 
nor wi l l  the world bel ieve i t ;  but i t  is  true,  that God wi l l  come to dwel l  within 
us,  and be the power,  and the purity ,  and the victory,  and the joy of  our 
l i fe .   I t  is  no longer now, “What is  the best  that I  can do?” but the quest ion 
is ,  “What is  the best  that Christ  can do?”  I t  enables us to say,  with Paul ,  in 
that beauti ful  passage in Phi l ippians,  “ I  know both how to be abased,  and I 
know how to abound,  everywhere and in al l  things,  I  am instructed both to 
be ful l  and to be hungry,  both to abound and to suffer need.   I  can do al l 
things through Christ ,  which strengthened me.”
With this  knowledge I  go forth to meet my test ings,  and the secret  stands me 
good.   I t  keeps me pure and sweet ,  as I  could never keep myself .   Christ  has 
met the adversary and defeated him for me.   Thanks be unto God who giveth 
us the victory through Jesus Christ . ”  (AB SIMPSON -  MAY 17) .


