
What is Your Heart Set On Pursuing?

Nehemiah 8: 1-8 “And all the people gathered as one man into the square before
the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of
Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what
they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of
the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the
people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a
wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam
on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he
was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen,
Amen,"lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the
LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the
Levites,helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in
their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.”

Nehemiah 8:12 “And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send
portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that
were declared to them.” 

Ezra - A scribe and a scholar who was skilled in the Law of Moses (the Pentateuch,
first 5 books of the Bible)

Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and
to teach his statutes and rules in Israel. 

Session 2: Treasuring the Word 

"Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord,

to do it and to teach it..."

https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/nehemiah/8-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/nehemiah/8-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/nehemiah/8-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/nehemiah/8-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/nehemiah/8-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/nehemiah/8-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/nehemiah/8-8.html


A Call to Grow in the Knowledge (Epignosis) of God:  

In the apostles' letters to the early churches, there is a theme of them praying for
or exhorting these new believers/churches to grow, be filled with, increase in the

knowledge (Epignosis) of God ,of Jesus and of the will of God.

Ephesians 1:16 “ I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him, having the
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe. 

Philippians 1: 9 “And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more,
with knowledge and all discernment.” 

Colossians: 1: 9 “And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for
you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God; 

Colossians: 3: 9-10 “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the
old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed
in knowledge after the image of its creator. 

2 Peter 1: 2 “ May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord.” 

2 Peter 3:17-18 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand take care that
you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own
stability. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.” 

Epignosis - a greek word for knowledge meaning the
correct, precise, exacting, fuller or mature knowledge

of things ethical, moral and divine. 



Theology 

                                                                    Logos = Word or to Reason 

Theology is words about God. Everyone has words about God. Are we people who have
precise and correct words about God that come from a growing knowledge of Him? 

Theos = God
Logos = 

Word or Reason

Theology is the study of God. Theologians are people who have words or ideas
about God. Everyone has words and ideas about God. Are we people who have

precise and correct words about God and what He’s said that come from a
growing knowledge of the scriptures? 

Theology: The Study of God

Leaving a Legacy of the Truth:
Who Are Your Timothy’s?

Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey all that I have commanded
you. 

2 Timothy 3:14-17  “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

True  growth in the knowledge of God
produces this kind of life.

A Doer of Theology/Doer of the Word

Psalm 145: 4 One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your
mighty acts. 



Theology 

                                                                    Logos = Word or to Reason 

Theology is words about God. Everyone has words about God. Are we people who have
precise and correct words about God that come from a growing knowledge of Him? 

Read 2 Timothy  3: 10-16. Consider how Paul was a spiritual father to Timothy and how
Timothy also had his mother Eunice and grandmother Lois (2 Timothy 1:5) to pass the
faith and knowledge of God to him. Who are the “Timothy’s” in your life? What about the
“Timothy’s” to come? Are you preparing/positioning yourself to equip them with the
knowledge of God and truths of His word?

Read Deut. 6: 1-3 and Read Matthew 28: 19-20. Notice how these sound very similar.
Both convey someone passing down knowledge of all that God commanded and all that
Jesus commanded.  We are all called to teach and pass on the knowledge of the Lord. 

Read Psalm 145: 4 Pray and ask the Lord to help us be a generation that does this well!

Scripture Meditation and Prayer Prompts:

Meditate on  Ezra 7:10.  Pray and ask the Lord to help you set/purpose in your heart to
study God’s word. to be a doer of the word and to be ready to share/disciple others with
God’s word. Think on the reccuring theme of this in the New Testament. It’s what we’re all
called to as Jesus followers. 

Study the Word

Do the Word

Teach the Word

Matthew 28: 18-20 All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

James 1:22-25 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his

natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he
was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty and perseveres, being

no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has
no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

What is your heart set on pursuing? What are you willing to give yourself to, to experience
inconveniences for, to lose sleep for, etc? Sit before the Lord and ask Him to reveal this
to you. Read Proverbs 15:14 and Proverbs 18:15


